Some characteristics of the hyperreactivity to bacterial lipopolysaccharide induced in mice by Trypanosoma cruzi infection.
Mice infected with T. cruzi, Y strain, acquire a high level of susceptibility to the effects of bacterial gram-negative LPS. The LD50 of adult female SW mice to LPS from S. typhosa, decreases from 450 to 2,5 mcg 10-12 days after T. cruzi infection. This hyperreactivity to LPS induced by T. cruzi presents all the characteristics of that found in infection caused by many other agents. During the acute phase of experimental infection with T. cruzi Y strain, mice generally die with a hypovolemic shock very similar to that induced in uninfected animals injected with an adequate dose of bacterial endotoxin. There is evidence for and against the hypothesis that LPS absorbed from the intestinal tract may be involved in the mechanism of death of mice during the acute phase of T. cruzi infection.